THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION                                                                 3
mons; the composition and functions of the two Houses of
Parliament; the privileges of Parliament and the liberties of
the citizen; the qualifications of electors or the method of
conducting elections; and the composition and functions of
local government authorities. Specific examples are the Acts
on Elections to Parliament of 1406, 1413, 1429, and 1445; the
Habeas Corpus Act, 1679; Ae Act of Settlement, 1701; the
Acts of Union with Scotland (1707) and Ireland (1800); the
electoral reform Acts of 1832, 1867, 1884, 1918, 1928, and
1948; and the Parliament Acts of 1911 and 1949.* Most of
these statutes will be described later in the book.
All the Acts which have been mentioned were enacted in
Parliament, and we may say that it is Parliament which enacts
the Statute Law. Parliament is ji sovereign body and has "the^
right to^make or unmaEe any law whatever?'4 In die Middle
Ages7 judges/often conceived themselves as "making" law^
TKiis a fourteenth-ceiitury Chief justice could declare^ "by
tffis "decision V. . we shall make a law throughout the land."
Nowadayslt is usually*said that judges declare or interpret or
enforce rather than "make" law. In judging specific cases,
they interpret both Statute Law and Common Law. Common
Law, according to Blackstone, consists of customs "not set
down in uMy~ written statute or ordinance, but depending^on,,
immemoriaT usage for their support." \Vhen juiiges adjudicate
In cases^ their judgments^create precedents which succeeding
judges respect. Many of these judgments relate direttfy'to
constitutional matters, and the legal principles and judicial
precedents of these judgments are an important element in the
British Constitution. Here is an example of a legal judgment
which has become an essential part of the Constitution.
In 1670 William Penn and William Mead, two Quakers,
8 For a different list, see Peaslee, Amos J., Constitutions of Nations,
Rumford Press, 1950, Vol. n, pp. 292-351.
4 Dicey, A. V., Introduction to the Study of the Law of the Consist**
tion, Ninth edition, Macmillan (London), 1939, p. 10.